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8 Editor's Introduction

The members of the Institute for the History of Arabic-Islamic Science are gratified
at having been able to edit this book, which will remain an inexhaustible source of
Arabic literature.

It gives us pleasure to express our gratitude and appreciation to the responsible
Turkish authorities who granted us permission to photograph the book and to publish
the portions preserved in the Fatih collection at the Silleymaniye Library (MS 3761,
being the first part of the book, in two volumes, 347 ff., 693 H./1294 A.D.), and in the
Ahmet III collection at the Topkapi Sarayi Library (MS 2301, the second part, 376 ff.,
705 H./1305 A.D.).We thank also the administration of the Ridawiya Library in
Meshed for photographing the third part (MS 4401, 267 ff.) and granting permission
for publication. Grateful thanks and appreciation are due to Dr Aladdin Jokhosha, a "
member of our Institute, who took great effort in preparing the repro proofs of the
Arabic text for the press by taking out the stains from numerous pages and by
retracing faded words in many glosses, mamly in the first volume (in the author's
division).d

Frankfurt, September 1987 - | Fuat Sezgin

5 All known manuscripts are listed in F. Sezgin, op.cit., vol. 1], p. 91..
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except for verses beginning with al-hamdu li'llah (Praise be to God!) or Allah, or
istaghfiru’llah (I beseech God's forgiveness), of which the first two were placed at the
very beginning of the verses, whereas the third were put at the end of the book. The
author mentions that the efforts of his predecessors in collecting "verses currently
used for literary or grammatical quotation" were known to him, but he regards them
as "few", "limited in number". Moreover, he declares that the collection which he
presents in his book is the result of his own work, to which he has "devoted a good
many days of his life", perhaps concealing under this modest expression his sacrifice
of a great part of his life, since we remark that he finished the first draft of the second
volume in 680 H. (1281 A.D.), whereas his own copy of the same volume was
completed in 705 H. (1305 A.D.). The book gains even more importance from what
the author presents in the margins: verses and sayings by wise men and philologists,
biographies of the poets cited, and indications of sources. In spite of some folia
missing at the beginning of the book#, there is no doubt but that the autograph volumes
of al-Durr al-farid are among the most beautiful and important monuments of Arabic
belles-lettres which have been preserved for us.

4 le.fols. 1b- 16b, 21a - 21b.



6 Editor's Introduction

The book al-Durr al-farid wa bayt al-qasid (The Priceless Pearl a Poetical Verse),
which we publish for the first time with this facsimile edition, exemplifies, in my
view, the apogee reached by Arabic men of letters in assembling selected verses for
esthetic and philological reasons.

The author, Muhammad ibn Sayf al-Din Aydamur ibn Sekizbar (?) Kingak was
born in Baghdad in the year 639 H. (1241-42 A.D.), and he grew up there. His father
was one of the confidants of the caliphe al-Musta‘sim and one of the leaders of the
Qiptaq tribes. He was killed by the Mongols when Hiilagi seized Baghdad in 656 H.
(1258 A.D., see the text, vol. I, fol. 19a). The author still lived at the beginning of the
eighth century of the Hijra (fourteenth century A. D.). Along with his al-Durr al-farid
he compiled a selection from the writings of his teacher, Muhyi al-Din Muhammad ibn
Ahmad ibn Abi'l-Karam al-Baqli, which has come down to us3 in the hand of the
compiler from the year 669 H. (1272 A.D.). “

After an extensive introduction devoted to questions of poetics (badi®), al-Durr al-
Jarid contains about twenty thousand verses, according to the author's statement (vol.
1, f. 106a). In presenting his material, the author used an alphabetical order according
to the first consonant of the leading word of each verse, following this order strictly -

3 Molla Celebi collection at Siileymaniye Library, Istanbul, MS 33, 215 fols.
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In addition to their efforts in assembling the poems of individual poets or tribes in
collections called diwan, Arab philologists and transmitters of poetry (rawi, pl. ruwar)
also commenced, as becomes evident from Arabic sources, to collect single couplets as
material for philological quotation, in the first century of the Hijra (seventh century
A.D.). These sources inform us further that the Arab custom of quoting poetical
verses because of their wisdom or beauty goes back to the same early period.l
However, the earliest known titles of Arabic books devoted to the collection of verses
on this basis don't precede the beginning of the third century of the Hijra (ninth
century A.D.)2. It is evident that the acceptance of the reliability of these statements
depends upon the scholar's basic view as to whether or not he accepts the idea that the
Arabs in general were able to write and to compile books at such an early period. The
writer of these lines sees no reason to adopt a negative attitude toward accepting in
principle the validity of such information in the sources.

1 See F. Sezgin, Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums, vol. 11, pp. 89-90.
2 Ibidem, pp. 90-91.
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